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A DIALOGUE between FEST and EARNEST 
Concerning the T] ME S. | 
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From Saturday Detober the oth. to Tuesday the 12h. 1703. 





Feft. . Raree Show, O pretty Show, Will 
you fee my Fine Show? 

Earn, What! turn’d Savoyard, Neighbour, 
for want of a better Employ? How comes 
this avout ? Have you any thing that is Curious, 
that you make fuch a Cry of it? Come, Ill be 
your Cuftomer ; Let’s have a Sightof it. 

Feft. Her?s Mr. Odfervator with his Breeches 
down a Shewing bis Nakednefs, and bringing our 
Saviour Chrsfé and one of bis Apoftles to Fuftifie 
Rebellion. Zhere he makes a Bankrupt of the late 
King James, and plays at Hocus Pocus again, 
and Fuggles Jewith Bankers into Englifh Ksngs. 
Eire he plays the Devil with Dr. Sherlock, and 
faus out with one of his beft Friends; There be 
thinks calling Bifhop Barlow a Dak Guide, is 
enough to Confute him, and Cheats bis poor Wife of 
ber Child's Rattle, Slabbering- Bib, and Muckender 
to Prefent the Perfons concern’d in the Heraclitus 
with ! 

Earn. For Heavn’s fake, no more of this 
Monfter, a Penny is flung away uponhim; I 
underftand, you know, it relates to his laft 
Paper. 

Jeff. It does fo; and his Countryman fays, 
it will take you up a Quarter of a Year before 
youcan Anfwer it, it is {> irrefragably Penn‘d. 

Earn, His Countryman is no more Infallible 
than himfelf: Tho’ it ought to take-up much 
longer Time, even as long as Time it felf fhould 
laft, as being not worth an Anfwer ; but becaufe 
fomeof his own Friends expect it, I fhall Gra- 
tifie °em this once, tho’ it be with the greateft 
Violence to my felf, that I undertake it. 

Jeff. Down with him, fay I, that we may 
hear no more of him. For my part, I have loft 
the Opportunity of Laughing at other Folks, 
becaufe his Impertinence has engrofs’d all my 
Merriment. lam with Child for another Sub- 
ject, which I thal] never have to Divert Heracli- 
tus with, unlefs you ftopthis Fellow’s Mouth 
in fuch amannet as he may no longer Inter- 
rupt us. 

Earn. \f you you remember, when St. Peter 
drew his Sword, our Saviour Rebuk’d him, and 
told him, Thofe tat made ufe of the Sword, fhould 
fall by the Sword, in Reference to that Apoftle’s 
Martyrdom: fo that this very Inftance of his 
ferves his Tarn no better than that of Shadreck, 
Mefhack, and Abednego, which makes for the 
Doétrine of Non- Refijfance. . 

. Fe. You promite well, and I am fatisfy’d 
he is out in that Point. But hes a damn’d 


ftrong Backd Rogue, and will not be flyng by 
any that is not of Force and Sinewy. Give 
him the Cornifh-Hug, and Clofe-in with him 
by Dint of Quotation and Authorities, or you 
Wreftle with him to little Purpofe. 

Earn. Grotius inftances in this very Chapter, 
and fhews his Opinion againft Refiftance of 
Higher Powersthus: This Precept, fays he (in 
Matth, 26.52.) * Of putting-up the Sword be- 
‘longeth to all Chriftians who are call’d unto. 
‘Punifhment, upon the Account of Religion ; 
© for itis the Pleafure of God, when that Nea 
¢ ceflity lies upon us, that we fhould Teftify our 
‘ Patience, and commit our Souls unto our 
“ Creator; and what can be more jut, than 
‘that we fhould lay down our Lives for his 
‘ Honour, from whom we have received them ? 
‘ Thus St. Peter has taught usin his Mafter’s 
‘Name, 1 Epiff. cap. 4. UV. 16) 19. —~=And it 
‘it be once admitted (faith he) that private 
‘Men, when they are Injurd by the Magi. 
¢ ftrate, may forcibly Refift him, all Places 
¢ would be full of Tumults, and there would 
“beno Force, or Authority of Laws. and Jn- 
¢ dicatures ; Becaufe all Men are apt to fa- 
‘ vour themfelves, Wherefore Reafon com- 
© pels us to Confefs,. that Oppreflion is to be 
“Endur’d, left too much Liberty follow upon 
‘the Contrary: And the Examples of the an- 
‘cient Chriftians teach us, that any Violence 
‘isto be endurd, which the Supreme Power 
‘Jays upon us, upon the Account of our Reli- 
‘gion: For they are in great Error, who 
‘chink that the Chriftians before the Time’of 
© Conftantine abftain’d from Refiftance, becaufe 
‘they wanted fufficient Strength. | _ 

To this Learned Foreign Author, fhall be 
added the Judgment of the Church of Eng- 
land, as it is deliver’d to us in Her Homily.of 
Obedience, fecond Part, p: 62, 74, 75. The 
Words of the Homily arethefe: Viz. All Sub- 


jects are bound to obey them, That is, (Kings. 


arid Magiftrates ) * AsGod's Minifters, yea, 


‘although they be Evil, not only for Fear, 


‘but alfo for Confcience fake, @c. Our Savi- 


© our Chrift Himfelf, and his Apoftles, receiv’d 


‘many and divers Injuries of the Unfaithful 


‘and Wicked Men in Authority; yet we ne-: 
‘ver read that they or any of them. caufed. 


‘ any Sedition or Rebeilion againft Author.ty ; 


‘We read oft, That, they patiently Suffer’d. 
‘all Troubles, Vexattons, Slanders, Pangs and. 
* Pains, and Death it felf, obediently without. 
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¢Tumults or Refiftance. They know that the. 
© Authority of the Powers was God's Ordi- 
‘ nance, and therefore, both in their Words 
Cand Deeds, they taught ever Obedience to it, 
‘nor never taught, or did the contrary, &c. 

¢ We may not obey Kings, Magiftrates, or 
‘any other ( tho’ they be our Fathers) if 
‘they would Command us to do any thing 
‘contrary to God’s Commandments. In fuch 
‘a Cafe we ought to fay with the Apoftle, We 
¢ muft rather Obey God than Man, But never~ 
¢thelefs in that Cafe we may not in any wife 
¢ withftand violently or Rebel againft Rulers, 
‘or make aay Infurrection, Sedition, or Tu- 
‘mults, either by Force of Arms or other- 
‘wife againft the Anointed of the Lord, or of 
‘any of his Officers. But we mult in fuch 
‘Cafes patiently fuffer all Wrongs and Inju- 
‘ries, referviug the Judgment of our Caufe 
© only to God. 

Ses. Youhave made appear that Refiftance 
_ is unlawful, and now would add to my Obliga- 
tions, if you would explain the Natnre of its 
Oppofite, Obedience; that the Objervator s Par- 
tizans may be able to diftinguifh their Duty, 
and put it in Practice when they have known 
it. His Adherents may be Converted tho’ he 
himfelf is beyond the reach of Reproof, and 
it may be conducive to the Good of others, 
notwithftanding all that you can be able to fay 
upon that Excellent Subject will be loft upon 
him. 

Earnest. It is by all Good Men acknow- 
ledged, That if the Commands of a Prince 
fhall manifeftly contradict either the Law of 
Nature, or the Divine Precepts, they aré not to 
be obey'd ; for the Apoftles, when they urg’d 
that Maxim, That God is rather tobe obey'’d than 
Man, unto fuch as forbad them to Preach in 
the Name of e/us, did but appeal to a Prin- 
ciple of right Reafon,; which Nature had In- 
{culpt in every Man’s Breaft. But yetif either 
for this, or for any other Caufe, any Injury be 
offer’d unto us, becaufe it fo pleafe him that 
hath the Sovereign Power, it ought rather to 
be patiently Tolerated, than by Force Refifted: 
For altho’ we do not owe an Atkive Obedience 
to fuch Commands of Princes, yet wedo owe 
a Paffive; Tho’ we ought not to violate the 
Laws of God, or of Nature, to fulfill the 
Willi of the Greateft Monarch, yet ought we 
rather patiently to fubmit to whatioever he fhall 
infli&t upon us for not obeying, than by Re- 
jiitance to Violate our Countries Peace. The 
beft and faicit Courfe we can fteer in fuch a 
Caie, is either by flight to preferve our felves, 
or refolvedly to undergo whatfoever fhall be 
impos’d upon us. 

Sifhop Brownrig’s Sermon on Dan. 3. 28. on 
the Gunpowder-Treafon. How, and in what 
Cafe, Chriftians may refufe to Obey their Supe- 
ri0H7S, 

1. Their Refufal muft be in cafe of mani- 
feft oppofition to God’s Holy Laws and Com- 
mandments; when our Earthly Governours 
Command that which God’s Word doth ab- 
folutely and clearly Forbid; then we mutt ftick 
to St. Peter’s Refolution, We must Obey God 
rather than Men; But in feemingly Ambiguous 
Cafes, we muft yield Obedience without quar- 
relfom Difputation. The Errors of Obedsence 

















inthis Cafe, are like Errors of Charity, par. 
donable, and excufable, 

2. The withdrawing our Obedience muft be 
with proteftation of our Loyalty, and Subjecti- 
on. Tho’ this ungodly Command we do not 
do; yet we muft not fling off our Allegiance 
and blow a Triimpet, and cry; with Sheba, 
What part bave we in David? To your Tents, 
O Lfrael. 

4.It muft be done with Submiflion to the 
Magiftrates Cenfure, by yielding Paffive Obe. 
dience to fuffer, when God forbids Aétive Obe- 
dience, as thefe Holy Men (viz. Shadrack, Mef- 
fach, and Abednego ) cid, they yielded their Bo. 
dies to Torment, without any Refiftance. 

Bifhop Browanrig’s Sermon on Das. 6. v.21, 
22. onthe Gun Powder Treafon. He isan Offen- 
der that obeys uot lawful Commands ; otitez- 
wife Obedience to God Abfolves us from Obedi- 
ence to unlawful Commands ; But then with 3 
Cautions. 

1. It muft bein manifefte Impiis; fach was 
Darius his idolatrous Decree; fuch was Saul’s 
Command to Kill the Priefts: But in Dubiis, 
Foab diflwades a Numerando Populo, but yet 
obeys. | 

2. This Refufal muft be abfque Contemptn, 
{till referving our Loyalty and $ bjettion. 

3. It muft be cum Paffiva Obedientia : not 
Refifting , but Submitting to the Penalties of 
Law. This may fufice for the prefent, and 
upon occafion, | have more on this Head at 


your Service ; tho’ it is but in vain to Quote 


the Authorities of Bifhops to convince one who 
is a Profefs’d Enemy to the Hierarchy. 


Advertifement. 


pis Anti» juridicalese Very good 

to help Digeftion in fuch Stomachs 
as have a Longing for Corrupt Notions, 
and would wreft Statutes to their own 
Meaning. To be had in Avy- Mary- 
Lane, for a Penny a Paper. Publifh‘d 
for the Ule of thofe Perfons who give 
their Minds to lay down that for Truth, 
that is nothing like it, and would Ad- 
vance the Opinions that were held in the 
Rump Parliament time in Practice, in this. 
If any one isdefirous to know the Ingredi- 
ents this Wonder - working Medicine is 
Composd of, he is to underftand, they 
are part Scriptural, nart Prophane, but fo 
incomparably mix’d together, that you 
can {carce diftingufh one from another. 
If any one ftands in Need of this Excel- 
lent Compound, now is their Time, for 
the Noble Doétor defigns to Expofe no 
more of ‘em to Sale after the next Seffion 
of Parliament, left {ome People in Authd- 
rity being {mitten with Admiration at the 
preat Succefs of ‘em, fhould Indié& him 


fora Conjurer, which he never yet has 
been taken for. 





ewes Beery 
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